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THE WRITING PROCESS A Task Analysis Using …. 
(√ or x – skills required for effective writing using this tool …ie. Pen/Pencil, Writer Plus Keyboard, Write Out Loud, Writing with Symbols, CoWriter, Voice 
Input, Clicker 5, Inspiration, DraftBuilder etc.) 
 
 CONTENT SKILLS 

Lower Level Content Skill 
Pen/Pencil Keyboard WOL WWS Clicker 5 CoWriter Voice 

Input 
Inspiration DraftBuilder 

 Formulating idea for sentence  
-prior knowledge and experience; 
knowledge of language; 
vocabulary; word retrieval skills 

         

 Organizing ideas 
-mental planning 

         

 Representing ideas with clarity and 
in sequence 
-knowledge of language; 
vocabulary; sequential processing 
capabilities 

         

 Active working memory           
 Attention to task at every level of 

processing 
         

 NOTE: integration of every skill 
noted must occur to have the 
writing process efficient 

         

 
 
 MECHANICAL SKILLS 

Lower Level Mechanics 
Pen/Pencil Keyboard WOL WWS Clicker 

5 
CoWriter Voice 

Input 
Inspiration DraftBuilder 

 Use of pen/pencil as a tool for 
writing 
-solid pencil grip (fine motor skills) 

         

 Consistent use of form and space 
when writing letters 
Visual spatial skills 

         

   



Write Task Analysis Activity using Various Assistive Technology     ©ATC 2007  Barbara Welsford, M.Ed., ATP, AT Specialist     2 

Efficient motor planning skills 
Efficient graphomotor skills 
Experience with degree of pressure 
required on paper 
 Concentration 
Automatic motor memory 

 Automatic letter form 
Long term memory 
Mental image of letter 
Recall 
Active Working Memory 
Visual spatial skills 
Efficient motor planning skills 
Efficient motor pattern skills 
Directionality 
Experience with degree of pressure 
required on paper – efficient 
sensorimotor 
Vision used for fine tuning 
corrections and spatial placement 
Quick retrieval of automatic 
movement patterns for writing. 
Concentration 
Automatic motor memory 
Attention to task 
 
 

         

 Punctuation 
Long term memory 
Active working memory 
Knowledge of grammar and 
sentence structure 
Retrieval of past knowledge 
Attention to task 
 

         

 Capitalization 
Long term memory 
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Active working memory 
Knowledge of grammar and 
sentence structure 
Retrieval of past knowledge 
Attention to task 
 

 Spelling 
Phonemic awareness skills 
(knowledge of sounds in words) 
Sound-letter correspondence 
Auditory processing skills 
Sequential auditory processing skills 
Visual Processing 
Integration of all the above, 
specifically, fine motor, use of form 
and space, automatic letter form 

         

 
 
 MECHANICAL SKILLS 

Upper Level Mechanics 
Pen/Pencil Keyboard WOL WWS Clicker 

5 
CoWriter Voice 

Input 
Inspiration DraftBuilder 

 Automaticity of lower level skills (all 
the above, in a well integrated 
process) 

         

 Integration of lower level skills with 
content 
Formulating 
Organizing 
Sequencing words 
Mechanical skills to use tool (pen 
and paper) 

         

 Grammar 
Prior knowledge 
Long term memory 
Active working memory 
Retrieval 
Vocabulary 

         

 Semantics (clear and appropriate          
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word usage) 
Prior knowledge 
Long term memory 
Active working memory 
Retrieval 
Vocabulary 

 Speed of motor performances 
Effective motor planning 
Effective fine motor skills 
Sequencing skills 
Directionality 
Visual motor skills 
Spatial awareness 
Automatic letter form recall 

         

 
 
 CONTENT SKILLS 

Upper Level Content Skills 
Requiring prior knowledge, 
experience, memory, recall, 
metacognitive skills… 

Pen/Pencil Keyboard WOL WWS Clicker 
5 

CoWriter Voice 
Input 

Inspiration DraftBuilder 

 Writing using different writing 
styles 

         

 Being flexible in the writing process          
 Understanding the viewpoint of the 

reader 
         

 Using writing as a vehicle through 
which thoughts are discovered and 
developed 

         

 Using writing as a personal search 
for meaning in a reflective way 

         

 Writing with enthusiasm          
           
 
Other:   
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